This issue of Designs, Codes and Cryptography honors Spyros S. Magliveras, a colleague and friend who over the last decades has been contributing to all three core areas defining the scope of this journal. The common theme connecting much of his work is the theory of finite groups, an area which soon after completion of his B.S. degree (in electrical engineering) attracted Spyros's attention, and kept its fascination ever since.
submissions were invaluable for compiling this special issue. We want to extend our thanks to all authors of manuscripts submitted to this special issue, independent of whether their submission could eventually be included in the limited space of a paper collection like this.
From our personal experience with Spyros we know that working one-on-one with his Ph.D. students is of utmost importance to him, and we are glad to report that also papers co-authored by his Ph.D. students have made it into this special issue. Spyros's work is interdisciplinary in the true sense, and a single special issue cannot do justice to the great impact of his work. Nevertheless we hope that this compilation of scientific papers by various authors-including strong young researchers as well as renowned senior experts-gives at least some idea of the mathematical beauty of the subject areas to which Spyros devoted his scientific life:
-Cornelia Rößing and Leo Storme present for the case of odd q a spectrum result on minimal blocking sets with respect to the planes of PG(3, q). We are indebted to Spyros for numerous helpful discussions, insightful comments and pieces of advice kindly provided over the years-both on a scientific and on a personal level. We hope that reading this issue of Designs, Codes and Cryptography brings as much enjoyment to him and all other readers as did the process of compiling this paper collection for a very special colleague and friend. Happy birthday, Spyros-we look forward to your forthcoming discoveries! Ronald C. Mullin Rainer Steinwandt
